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Hard to believe but we are already in the second month of 2025.  Hopefully, in 

the not-too-distant future, temperatures will be warming up and Spring will be here.  In 
the meantime, please take note of some important dates in February and March. As  
mandated by our Bylaws, ballots will soon be mailed to all property owners to vote on 
two vacancies for the StillWaters Board. 

   
We want to take this opportunity to thank outgoing Board members Tom         

Nicholson and Kay Dickey for their time and service.  Tom has served for nine years and 
Kay has served for four years. Their contributions have improved our community and 
they will be missed.  We hope you will personally thank them when you see them. 

   
The Nominating Committee conducted interviews and recommended two people 

to fill these vacancies.  Also, there is an opportunity for members to run by petition as 
outlined in the Bylaws. Bios may be found in this newsletter for the two people        
nominated by the Nominating Committee.  Please take the time to vote and return your 
ballot. Voting gives you an opportunity to have a voice in our community.  

  
          2025 Vehicle window decals will be mailed with the ballot to all property owners 
who have paid their 2025 Annual fees before our mailing. Please be aware that SWRA 
offers a payment plan for anyone who needs a little extra time to pay. After February 
15th, a non-payment fee of $125 will be added to all property accounts not paid. Please 
contact the SWRA office if you need assistance. 
 

On March 8th, we will be holding the Annual Meeting to report to Members.  
Please plan to attend! At that time, you will have another opportunity to be a part of the 
community by volunteering to serve on a committee. We are excited to announce the   
formation of the Petals & Pathways Garden Club of StillWaters which will be headed up 
by Sandy and Charles Munden.  We appreciate their enthusiasm and look forward to   
enjoying the beauty they plan to add to our already beautiful community and to bring 
together people with a common interest in gardening. Please see the article in this     
newsletter for information on this exciting opportunity to get involved with the           
community and your neighbors. 

 
As always, we appreciate all that our residents do for our community and       

welcome your questions and concerns at any time. 
 

 

 

SWRA  
Business Hours 

 

Monday   8 am  - 5 pm 
Tuesday  8  am  - 5 pm 

Wednesday  8  am  - 5 pm 
Thursday  8  am  - 5 pm 

Friday  8  am  - 5 pm 
 

 FAX: 256-825-2991 
Phone: 256-825-2990 

 

 Email:  
info@stillwatersra.com 

  

Website: 
www.stillwatersra.com 

 

Board Members 
 

 Sally Gantt 
President 

  

Kay Dickey 
Vice-President 

  

Gene Akers  
Treasurer  

  

Penny Alexander 
Secretary 

  

Lee Eastman 
Tom Nicholson 
Debra Knight 

 

Mike “Griff” Griffin 
Community  

Association Manager 
 

Mike Dean 
Associate Community 
Association Manager 

  A MESSAGE FROM THE SWRA       
  BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

 
FEBRUARY 
2025 

Happy Valentines Day! 
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February 2025 

SWRA NOMINATING COMMITTEE 

Nominating Committee Recommendations 
 
The SWRA is a working Board, which usually meets the first and third Tuesdays of the month 

for 3-4 hours. Board members also serve on committees. 
The Nominating Committee recommended Members William Phillips and Bob Taffet         

to serve for three-year terms on the SWRA Board. Please see the candidates’ biographies in this 
newsletter. 

The Bylaws allow any 1987 covenants property owner in good standing with SWRA to run for 
one of the two board of director seats By Petition. If interested in running by petition, one must     
obtain a petition form from the SWRA office and return the completed form on or before February 
4th to qualify and be listed on the election ballot. Should someone decide to run for the board of      
directors by petition, their biography will be mailed with the election ballots.  

Bob Taffet Bio 
 
Bob Taffet has owned a house in Stillwaters since 1998. As his family expanded so did the lake house. His late wife,       
Linda, passed away in 2020 following a 13 year bout with cancer and Frontal Temporal Dementia. Bob remarried in 2023 
to Robin Ulrich. They make their full time home here in Stillwaters. 
 
Bob graduated from Rutgers University and received his commission in the United States Air Force (USAF).  During the 
Vietnam War, Bob flew 170 fighter combat missions over North Vietnam and Laos. During the early 1970s Bob was            
assigned as a Fighter Instructor Pilot at multiple bases in the US. In 1975 he was assigned to Taiwan as an advisor to the 
Nationalist Chinese military. Subsequently, assigned to the USAF’s  fighter headquarters in 1978, his duties included 
work with various training programs, contingency operations, Inspector General (IG) matters and he was the first Branch 
Chief for the fighter forces of  the command responsible for the middle east area of  operation. 
 
Following this tour he was assigned to Korea, first as the Chief of Safety for most USAF bases and facilities in South      
Korea and then as commander of a tactical squadron. His unit was awarded the USAF Outstanding Unit Award. 
  
Upon returning to the United States he became the first Director of the Combat Employment Institute at Maxwell AFB, 
Alabama.  Many of the Institute’s graduates went on to successfully plan and execute the air war against Iraq during     
Desert Storm. 
 
Bob received his Masters of Science in Systems Management from the University of Southern California and graduated 
the following year from the USAF Air Command and Staff College.  He also is a graduate of the USAF Air War College as 
well as the USAF Aircraft Accident Investigation School.  His decorations include the Legion of Merit, the Distinguished 
Flying Cross, Meritorious Service Medals (x3), the Air Medal (x8), the Air Force Commendation Medal (x3) and several 
foreign decorations. 
 
Upon his retirement from the USAF at the rank of Colonel, Bob became the first Director of the Auburn University     
Montgomery Alabama TechnaCenter where they trained over 75,000 people in the use and applications of  computers.  
Following his full time retirement, he substitute taught at Montgomery Academy, Trinity Presbyterian School, and          
St. James School. He currently sits on the Board of Directors for the Air University Foundation at Maxwell AFB and is a 
past Commodore of the Stillwaters Yacht Club.  

William Phillips Bio Continued on page 3 



3 

 
February 2025 

 

 
· All golf carts and ATV’S will 

need NEW 2025 decals. 
· If you registered your Golf Cart / 

ATV in 2024 and signed the Golf 
Cart / ATV Waiver and Re-
lease of Liability, Assumption 
of Risk, an Indemnity     
Agreement, you do not have to        
re-register the vehicle in 2025, 
but you will need to come to the office and pick up your 
new decal and place the decal in the same location. 
There is no need to bring the Golf Cart / ATV to pick 
up the new decal if registered in 2024.  

       
· If you DID NOT register your Golf Cart / ATV in 2024 

and did not sign the Golf Cart / ATV Waiver and 
Release of Liability, Assumption of Risk, and In-
demnity Agreement, you must bring the Golf Cart / 
ATV to the SWRA office to complete the registration 
form and sign the Release of Liability form and the 
required verification of operating head lights, tail 
lights, brake lights and rear view mirror in order to 
receive the NEW 2025 Golf Cart / ATV DECAL. 

2025 GOLF CART REGISTRATION 

William Phillips Bio 
 
William and his wife, Mary, have been property owners in Stillwaters since 2015, becoming full-time residents 
in 2020, enjoying the pace of Lake Martin living. Previously residing in Birmingham, AL, they have been    
married for 38 years and share their home with two cats, Soot and Ms. Kitty.  
 
William attended Auburn University and graduated with a Bachelor of Interdisciplinary Studies from the 
University of South Florida. 
  
Over his 35-year career in financial services, he developed expertise in risk management, portfolio              
management, sales, underwriting, real estate legal matters, executive leadership, team building, training, and 
quality assurance.  
 
Retiring from PNC Bank in 2021, William is now excited about the growth and opportunities in Stillwaters. 
He is committed to contributing to the community's improvements, advocating for a fiscally stable long-term 
approach to resource management with his financial expertise.  

SWRA BOARD CANDIDATE BIOGRAPHIES 
(Bio Continued from Page 2) 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS  
 

Saturday, 
March 8, 2025 

10:00 AM 
 

Make Plans to Attend 
 

THE STILLWATERS              
RESIDENTIAL ASSOCIATION 

ANNUAL MEETING 

SWRA ANNUAL MEETING 
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SWRA ELECTION COMMITTEE 

February 2025 

 

The Election Committee oversees the election for the SWRA Board of Directors. The committee also 
counts and verifies all ballots received by SWRA.  
 

Elections Ballots will be mailed to SWRA members and should be returned to the SWRA 
office addressed to: Secretary, SWRA Board. Ballots must be in the office no later than 
February 28, 2025. Ballots that are postmarked by February 28th will be counted as long 
they arrive before the Election Committee meets the following Tuesday. Members must 
be in good standing in order to vote, which means that all monies due to SWRA must be 
paid by that date.  
 

ELECTION CALENDAR: 
· January 1, 2025 - Nominating Committee recommendations announced. 
· Friday, January 24, 2025 - Biographies for Board candidates recommend by Nominating           
      Committee or running by petition due in SWRA office to be published in February newsletter. 
· Tuesday, February 4, 2025 - Last day for Board candidates running by petition to have completed  
      petitions presented to the SWRA Secretary to be placed on the ballot. 
· Wednesday, February 12, 2025- Board election ballots are mailed to SWRA members. 
· Friday, February 28, 2025 - Ballots due in SWRA office by 5pm. 
· Tuesday, March 4, 2025 - Election Committee meets to count and certify ballots. 
· Saturday, March 8, 2025 - Annual SWRA meeting begins at 10:00 am, election results                 
      announced. 
 
SWRA BYLAWS - ARTICLE VII - NOMINATIONS AND ELECTION OF DIRECTORS  
Section 7.2 The Board of Directors shall appoint an Elections Committee consisting of five (5)     
members, in good standing, at least 60 days prior to the election. The Committee’s duties include     
verifying all ballots and proxies and announcing the results to the membership at the annual meeting 
and by other means. The Nominations Committee may serve as the Elections Committee at the        
discretion of the Board of Directors.  

Section 7.3 Elections to the Board of Directors shall be by written ballot. The Secretary shall prepare 
ballots listing the Board vacancies and those properly nominated to fill them and shall mail ballots to 
each member at least 14 days prior to the election. The member may cast as many votes as parcels 
owned for each candidate but may not cumulate those votes for one candidate in elections with more 
than one vacancy. The ballot must be signed by the member or proxy and returned to the Elections 
Committee for verification. The Elections Committee will verify all votes including those made by 
proxy and comparing the number of votes to the number of parcels owned. All Ballots will be held by 
the Committee as confidential. The Elections Committee may disallow all ballots not received by the 
due date or improperly executed by the member or proxy.  

Section 7.4 The Elections Committee will count all proper ballots and publicize the results to the 
membership at the members’ meeting and by such other means deemed appropriate. All ballots will be 
destroyed unless a recount request is filed with the Elections Committee by at least one third (1/3) of 
members casting ballots within ten (10) days of the members’ meeting.  
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2025 SWRA ANNUAL ASSOCIATION FEE  

SWRA WEBSITE QR CODE 
  
For covenant information, downloadable forms, current and previous newsletters, contact information, 
community photos, and much more please visit the StillWaters website by scanning this QR code with 
your smart phone. Or visit our website at www.stillwatersra.com 

February 2025 

 
At the October 1st SWRA board meeting, the SWRA Board of Directors approved a $100 assessment 
for 2024 effective on property as of October 15, 2024. It was invoiced along with the 2025 annual fee.  
 
At the October 15th SWRA board meeting the SWRA Board of Directors approved the 2025 SWRA      
annual association fee. The 2025 fee includes the cost-of-Living Average (COLA) increase of 2.5% 
percentage as allowed per the Association documents and is the lowest annual benefit adjustment in 
4 years. The previous annual fee was $486. The annual fee for 2025 is $498.  
 
The annual fee is due on January 1, 2025, and is considered past due if not paid by January 31, 2025.                        
Invoices for the 2025 annual fee were mailed to all SWRA property owners at the end of December, 
if you have not received the invoice please call the Office at (256) 825-2990. Failure to receive an in-
voice is not an excuse for not paying the 2025 annual association fee.  

STILLWATERS VOLUNTEER FIRE & RESCUE 
 

2025 Fire Dues Invoices may now be paid by credit card! 
 

Visit or web page:  https://stillwatersfire.com 
 
 

Make plans to attend the Annual Fire District Meeting… 
 

Saturday, February 8, 2025 
10:00 a.m. at the StillWaters Residential Centre 

Meeting Room 
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SWRA LOTS FOR SALE 

February 2025 

We are off to a great start in 2025 with our sale of lots! Several contracts are in process of closing 
and we will be reshuffling some of the listed lots. All SWRA lots are under the 1987 Covenants. For 
a list of all available SWRA owned lots, contact Associate Broker Sealy Hargrove of Roots Real      
Estate directly at SealyH@gmail.com or by phone at 334-444-4527.    

 
Who is ready for sunshine, spring and beautiful gardens?   
Would you like to get to know your neighbors with similar interests? We are starting a new Garden 
Club in the neighborhood, “Petals & Pathways Garden Club of Stillwaters”.  
  
The garden club is all about; 

Sharing challenges, ideas and successes with our own gardens,   
Visiting gardens in the area; Petals from the Past, Callaway, Crooked Oaks, etc.  
Guest speakers on various topics; pest control, landscaping, plant problems, plant sales, etc. 
Visiting each other’s gardens,  
Plant sharing, 
Loving the Fun of Gardening! 

  
If you are interested in becoming a ‘Charter Member’ contact Charles & Sandy 
Munden; tgrz1@att.net 

PETALS & PATHWAYS GARDEN CLUB OF STILLWATERS 

SCAN THIS QR CODE WITH YOUR SMART PHONE FOR 
QUICK ACCESS TO THE SWRA WEBSITE.  
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February 2025 

“FALL IN LOVE” WITH YOUR DREAM HOME AT EAGLE RIDGE THIS FEBRUARY!  
Big news for homebuyers: We’ve had a major price reduction on two stunning homes in Eagle 
Ridge! Now, you can snag one of these gorgeous properties for just $599,000—a fantastic deal for this 
neighborhood.  
If a fresh start in 2025 is still on your list, don’t wait! With only 3 move-in ready homes available, 
these opportunities won’t last long.  
 
Plus, the Lender Bonus is still on: Get $2,500 in incentives to use toward rate buy-downs or closing 
costs.  
Want to build instead? No problem! With flexible build options and the ability to Bring Your Own 
Plan (BYOP) (subject to approval), you can create the home you’ve been dreaming of.  
Located on Moonbrook Drive, across from Prime Steakhouse.  
 
Call us today for more info or to schedule a tour! 
256.853.0258 | eagleridge@thetalonsgroup.com  
Don’t let February pass you by—your dream home is waiting!"  
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TO SEE WHAT’S HAPPENING AROUND THE LAKE, VISIT THE FOLLOWING  WEBSITES: 
 

Dadeville Performing Arts:  https://dadevilleperformingartscenter.com/calendar/ 
 

LakeMartin.com 
https://www.lakemartin.com/Events/ 
 

AllEvents in Dadeville:              Explore Lake Martin: 
https://allevents.in/dadeville-al/calendar          https://explorelakemartin.com/events/ 

HAPPENINGS AROUND THE LAKE 

Election Ballots  
Due by 5:00 PM 
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Need to Advertise your Business? 
 

This Space Could be Yours! 
 

Call the SWRA Office and talk with 
Bridget for further Information. 

 

(256) 825-2990 
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GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP 
Every Monday at 10 AM 

No Charge 

Red Ridge United Methodist Church 
8091 County Road 34 
Dadeville, AL  36853 
Office: 256-825-9820 

SCAN THIS QR CODE WITH YOUR SMART PHONE FOR 
QUICK ACCESS TO THE SWRA WEBSITE.  
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